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The pictorial illustration is an important technique used in dictionary-making. 
Besides its aesthetic function, the pictorial illustration can also reinforce the 
understanding of definition as well as assemble words to enlarge user’s vocabulary. In 
the practice of dictionary-making, many pioneers have already taken the lead in 
including pictorial illustrations in dictionaries, and their works are proven to be 
successful. For instance, the American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, 
Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, and the Cambridge International 
Dictionary of English all include many elaborate pictorial illustrations. In the 
meantime, thesauri would not be lagged behind in employing pictorial illustrations for 
the reason that the pictorial illustration has special functions in thesauri, in fact, many 
English thesauri such as Longman Lexicon of Contemporary English and Longman 
Language Activator begin to include pictorial illustrations. This paper aims to discuss 
the necessity of employing pictorial illustrations in thesauri, the types, the positions 
and the functions of pictorial illustrations used in thesauri, and to give some 
suggestions for later thesaurus-making.  
This thesis begins with a brief introduction of academic fruits of current study on 
the pictorial illustration within the scope of lexicography. Four diagrams of Western 
and Chinese monographs and theses concerning the study of pictorial illustrations are 
offered to show the focus of those scholars’ study as well as their accomplishments. On 
the other hand, in order to draw positive experience in arranging pictorial illustrations 
and avoid improper methods, a brief review on the history of including pictorial 
illustrations in both British and American dictionaries are rendered in the second part 
of this chapter. According to Stein (1991), the practice of including pictorial 
illustrations in dictionaries can be traced back to the Middle Age. Since then, several 
hundred years have witnessed the improvement in the methods of including pictorial 
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essential technique in dictionary-making -- especially for American lexicographers 
who take it as an indispensable part of a dictionary. 
In the second chapter, much effort is laid on some basic questions about pictorial 
illustrations. First of all, the definition of pictorial illustration is discussed. Secondly, 
reasons for including pictorial illustrations are rendered from the perspective of 
psycholinguistics and that of the cognitive linguistics, discussing the process of 
information processing and the relations between visual imagery and verbal memory. It 
is since ancient times that people have realized the role of visual imagery in verbal 
memory, and with the research of psycholinguistics becoming more and more probing, 
the role of visual imagery on verbal memory has been proven by experimental research 
conducted by scholars, showing that words with vivid images are learned faster than 
abstract words; that pair-associated words are more quickly learned if these words 
arouse spontaneous visual images; and that instructing people to imagine situations 
including the objects to be memorized results in faster learning of pair-associated 
nouns. Thirdly, functions of pictorial illustrations in dictionaries are classified as 
follows: 1) reinforcing the understanding of definition; 2) associating function, that is, 
pictorial illustrations help assemble words to enlarge user’s vocabulary; and 3) 
decoration function. Fourthly, there is a discussion on pictorial illustrations in different 
types of dictionaries, concerning the purpose of including pictorial illustrations and the 
types of illustrations in bilingual dictionaries and monolingual learner’s dictionaries. 
Finally, types of pictorial illustrations are discussed through making a comparison 
between western and Chinese classifications of pictorial illustrations. 
In the third chapter, the focus comes to pictorial illustrations included in thesauri. 
This chapter is divided into two parts. In the first part, the author centers on the 
principles for making a thesaurus. The definition of thesaurus is discussed; a 
classification of types of thesaurus goes as follows: 1) in terms of the number of 
languages that is concerned, thesauri can be classified as monolingual thesauri and 
bilingual thesauri.; 2) In terms of the order in which the thesaurus is arranged, thesauri 















terms of the way in which a thesaurus is arranged, there are synonym dictionary, 
thematic dictionary and the dictionary-cum-thesaurus; and then, principles guiding the 
compilation of thesauri are discussed -- the semantic field theory and the internal 
lexicon. The second part of this chapter deals with pictorial illustrations in thesauri, 
discussing the types of pictorial illustrations in thesauri, the positions and special 
functions of pictorial illustrations in thesauri, followed by a discussion of words to be 
illustrated in thesauri. 
In the next chapter, the present author makes a brief introduction of three 
monolingual English thesauri and a Chinese-English thesaurus in the aspect of 
including pictorial illustrations. The functions of pictorial illustrations in monolingual 
thesauri are: 1) reinforcing the understanding of definition; 2) distinguishing synonyms; 
3) exemplifying grammatical information. While in bilingual thesauri, pictorial 
illustrations are used to exemplify the meaning of equivalents and to illustrate 
culture-bound words.  
The last chapter relates to suggestions for the making of English-Chinese thesauri 
in the regard of including pictorial illustrations. First of all, the purpose of 
English-Chinese and its users is discussed; secondly, a brief discussion on pictorial 
illustrations in English-Chinese thesauri is rendered; thirdly, the author points out some 
common problems in arranging pictorial illustrations; finally, suggestions for later 
thesaurus-making is given. 
The conclusion suggests that including pictorial illustrations in thesauri has 
become a tendency, but research in the regard still has a long way to go. Moreover, 
with human society progressing into an era of information technology, great changes 
will take place with lexicography. It must be our lexicographers’ job to make further 
research on this topic. 
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